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JOSIAH’S  RESTORATION  OF  TRUE  WORSHIP 
BBIIBBLLEE  TTEEXXTT    ::   I Kings 13:1, 2;  II Kings 22:1-20;  23:1-25; 

 II Chronicles 35:1-27;  . 

LESSON 374    Junior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart;  and saveth such as be of 

a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18).

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES: 

1 Kings 13:1-2  
1  And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by 
the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by 

the altar to burn incense.  
2  And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, 

and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a 

child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by 
name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high 

places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall 
be burnt upon thee.  

2 Kings 22:1-20  
1  Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and 

he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother's name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of 

Boscath.  
2  And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, 
and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned 

not aside to the right hand or to the left.  
3  And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king 

Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the 
son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of the LORD, 

saying,  
4  Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the 

silver which is brought into the house of the LORD, which 

the keepers of the door have gathered of the people:  
5  And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the 

work, that have the oversight of the house of the LORD: 
and let them give it to the doers of the work which is in 

the house of the LORD, to repair the breaches of the 
house,  
6  Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy 

timber and hewn stone to repair the house.  
7  Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the 

money that was delivered into their hand, because they 
dealt faithfully.  
8  And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, 
I have found the book of the law in the house of the 

LORD. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read 
it.  
9  And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought 

the king word again, and said, Thy servants have gathered 
the money that was found in the house, and have 

delivered it into the hand of them that do the work, that 
have the oversight of the house of the LORD.  
10  And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah 
the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it 

before the king.  
11  And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words 

of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes.  
12  And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and 

Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the king's, 
saying,  
13  Go ye, enquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, 
and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is 

found: for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled 

 

NOTES:  

    

TThhee  EEssttaabblliisshhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  PPaassssoovveerr  

TThhee  IIssrraaeelliitteess  wweerree  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  lliivvee  bbyy  tthhee  rruulleess  

GGoodd  ggaavvee  tthheemm  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ccaammee  ffrroomm  tthhee  llaanndd  ooff  

EEggyypptt..    OOnn  tthheeiirr  llaasstt  nniigghhtt  iinn  ccaappttiivviittyy,,  tthheeyy  hhaadd  eeaatteenn  

tthhee  PPaassssoovveerr  FFeeaasstt  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee..    AAtt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  GGoodd  

ssaaiidd::    ““TThhiiss  ddaayy  sshhaallll  bbee  uunnttoo  yyoouu  ffoorr  aa  mmeemmoorriiaall;;  aanndd  

yyee  sshhaallll  kkeeeepp  iitt  aa  ffeeaasstt  ttoo  tthhee  LLOORRDD  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  yyoouurr  

ggeenneerraattiioonnss;;  yyee  sshhaallll  kkeeeepp  iitt  aa  ffeeaasstt  bbyy  aann  oorrddiinnaannccee  

ffoorr  eevveerr””  ((EExxoodduuss  1122::1144))..    IItt  wwaass  ttoo  rreemmiinndd  tthheemm  ooff  

tthheeiirr  ddeelliivveerraannccee  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt,,  aanndd  aallssoo  ttoo  bbee  aa  ttyyppee  ooff  

tthhee  LLaammbb  ooff  GGoodd,,  JJeessuuss,,  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  ccoommee  ttoo  ddeelliivveerr  

mmeenn  ffrroomm  ssiinn..  

AAmmoonngg  GGoodd’’ss  rruulleess  wwaass  oonnee  tthhaatt  ttoolldd  tthhee  ppaarreennttss  ttoo  

tteeaacchh  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  tthhee  llaawwss  ooff  GGoodd””    ““AAnndd  tthhoouu  sshhaalltt  

tteeaacchh  tthheemm  ddiilliiggeennttllyy  uunnttoo  tthhyy  cchhiillddrreenn,,  aanndd  sshhaalltt  ttaallkk  

ooff  tthheemm  wwhheenn  tthhoouu  ssiitttteesstt  iinn  tthhiinnee  hhoouussee,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  

tthhoouu  wwaallkkeesstt  bbyy  tthhee  wwaayy,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhoouu  lliieesstt  ddoowwnn,,  

aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhoouu  rriisseesstt  uupp””  ((DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy  66::77))..  

GGoodd’’ss  LLaaww  NNoott  KKeepptt  

FFoorr  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  tthhee  IIssrraaeelliitteess  hhaadd  

nnoott  hheeaarrdd  tthhee  llaawwss  ooff  GGoodd..    TThheeiirr  ppaarreennttss  ddiidd  nnoott  ttaallkk  

ttoo  tthheemm  aabboouutt  GGoodd,,  nnoorr  ggoo  ttoo  tthhee  TTeemmppllee  wwhheerree  GGoodd  

hhaadd  pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  mmeeeett  tthheemm..    TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  rreeiiggnnss  ooff  

ttwwoo  kkiinnggss,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  hhaadd  wwoorrsshhiippeedd  iiddoollss,,  aanndd  ffeeww  

kknneeww  wwhhaatt  tthhee  llaawwss  ooff  GGoodd  wweerree..    TThhee  PPaassssoovveerr  FFeeaasstt,,  

wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  mmeemmoorriiaall  aanndd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

kkeepptt  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr,,  hhaadd  nnoott  bbeeeenn  kkeepptt  ffoorr  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee..    

TThhiinnkk  hhooww  ddrreeaarryy  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  wwoouulldd  bbee  iiff  tthheerree  wweerree  nnoo  

cchhuurrcchheess  ttoo  ggoo  ttoo,,  aanndd  nnoo  oonnee  eevveerr  ttaallkkeedd  aabboouutt  GGoodd!!    

WWhhaatt  iiff  tthheerree  wweerree  nnoo  oonnee  ttoo  tteellll  yyoouu  rriigghhtt  ffrroomm  

wwrroonngg??  

GGoodd  hhaadd  tthhrreeaatteenneedd  tthhee  IIssrraaeelliitteess  tthhaatt  iiff  tthheeyy  ddiidd  

nnoott  oobbeeyy  HHiimm  bbuutt  wwoorrsshhiippeedd  iiddoollss  iinnsstteeaadd,,  HHee  wwoouulldd  

lleett  hheeaatthheenn  nnaattiioonnss  ccoommee  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  llaanndd  aanndd  ttaakkee  tthheemm  

ccaappttiivvee..    PPrroopphheettss  hhaadd  wwaarrnneedd  tthhaatt  GGoodd  wwaass  nnoottiicciinngg  

aallll  tthheeiirr  wwiicckkeeddnneessss,,  aanndd  ssoooonn  tthhee  ttiimmee  wwoouulldd  ccoommee  

wwhheenn  tthhoossee  wwaarrnniinnggss  wwoouulldd  bbee  ffuullffiilllleedd..  

JJoossiiaahh’’ss  BBiirrtthh  

IInnttoo  aallll  tthhiiss  ssiinnffuullnneessss  aanndd  ssppiirriittuuaall  ddaarrkknneessss,,  JJoossiiaahh  

wwaass  bboorrnn..    WWhheenn  hhee  wwaass  oonnllyy  eeiigghhtt  yyeeaarrss  oolldd  hhee  

bbeeccaammee  kkiinngg..    WWhheenn  JJoossiiaahh  wwaass  ssiixxtteeeenn  yyeeaarrss  oolldd  ““hhee  

bbeeggaann  ttoo  sseeeekk  aafftteerr  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  DDaavviidd  hhiiss  ffaatthheerr””  ((IIII  

CChhrroonniicclleess  3344::33));;  aanndd  bbyy  tthhee  ttiimmee  hhee  wwaass  ttwweennttyy  hhee  

hhaadd  bbeegguunn  ttoo  tteeaarr  ddoowwnn  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  iiddoollss  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  

ggrroovveess  wwhheerree  ppeeooppllee  wweenntt  ttoo  mmaakkee  ssaaccrriiffiicceess..    JJoossiiaahh  

wwaanntteedd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  wwoorrsshhiipp  GGoodd,,  bbuutt  ffiirrsstt  tthheeyy  mmuusstt  

ggeett  ssiinn  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  wwaayy..  

RReeppaaiirriinngg  tthhee  TTeemmppllee  

AAfftteerr  JJoossiiaahh  hhaadd  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  tthhee  iiddooll  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  iitt  wwaass  

ttiimmee  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  tthhee  HHoouussee  ooff  GGoodd  ffoorr  wwoorrsshhiipp..    
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against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto 
the words of this book, to do according unto all that which 

is written concerning us.  
14  So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and 

Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, 
the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, 

keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in 

the college;) and they communed with her.  
15  And she said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of 

Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me,  
16  Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon this 

place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words 
of the book which the king of Judah hath read:  
17  Because they have forsaken me, and have burned 
incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to 

anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath 

shall be kindled against this place, and shall not be 
quenched.  
18  But to the king of Judah which sent you to enquire of 
the LORD, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the LORD 

God of Israel, As touching the words which thou hast 
heard;  
19  Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled 
thyself before the LORD, when thou heardest what I spake 

against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that 

they should become a desolation and a curse, and hast 
rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have heard 

thee, saith the LORD.  
20  Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, 

and thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace; and 
thine eyes shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon 

this place. And they brought the king word again.  
2 Kings 23:1-25  
1  And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the 

elders of Judah and of Jerusalem.  
2  And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all 

the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with 
him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, 

both small and great: and he read in their ears all the 
words of the book of the covenant which was found in the 

house of the LORD.  
3  And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant 

before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his 

commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with 
all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of 

this covenant that were written in this book. And all the 
people stood to the covenant.  
4  And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the 
priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, 

to bring forth out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels 
that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the 

host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in 

the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto 
Bethel.  
5  And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings 
of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in 

the cities of Judah, and in the places round about 
Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the 

sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the 

host of heaven.  
6  And he brought out the grove from the house of the 

LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and 
burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to 

powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of 
the children of the people.  
7  And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that 

BBeeccaauussee  nnoo  oonnee  hhaadd  ggoonnee  ttoo  cchhuurrcchh  ffoorr  ssoo  lloonngg,,  nnoo  

ddoouubbtt  wweeeeddss  wweerree  hhiigghh  aarroouunndd  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg,,  aanndd  tthhee  

wwiinnddoowwss  wweerree  bbrrookkeenn  aanndd  ddoooorrss  ooffff  tthheeiirr  hhiinnggeess..    IItt  

ttooookk  mmaannyy  wwoorrkkmmeenn  ----  bbuuiillddeerrss,,  ccaarrppeenntteerrss,,  aanndd  

mmaassoonnss  ----  ttoo  aaggaaiinn  mmaakkee  tthhee  TTeemmppllee  tthhee  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  

hhoouussee  ooff  GGoodd  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  bbee  aa  wwoorrtthhyy  ppllaaccee  ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp..    

IItt  ccoosstt  vveerryy  mmuucchh  mmoonneeyy,,  ttoooo,,  ffoorr  tthhee  rreeppaaiirr  wwoorrkk,,  bbuutt  

tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ggaavvee  wwiilllliinnggllyy  aanndd  tthhee  wwoorrkkmmeenn  hhoonneessttllyy  

ppuutt  aallll  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  iinnttoo  tthhee  wwoorrkk  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh  nnoo  oonnee  

kkeepptt  aaccccoouunnttss..  

IItt  wwaass  aa  ggoooodd  tthhiinngg  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ppllaaccee  iinn  

wwhhiicchh  ttoo  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  bbuutt  ssoommeetthhiinngg  eellssee  ooff  eevveenn  ggrreeaatteerr  

iimmppoorrttaannccee  wwaass  nneecceessssaarryy..    TThhee  hheeaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  

hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  bbeeaauuttiiffiieedd..  

TThhee  NNeeeedd  ffoorr  aa  CClleeaann  HHeeaarrtt  

SSoommee  ppeeooppllee  ttooddaayy  rreeaalliissee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  cchhaannggee  

ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ssiinnffuull  wwaayyss,,  ssoo  tthheeyy  ssttaarrtt  ttoo  ggoo  ttoo  cchhuurrcchh  

aanndd  tthheeyy  mmiixx  wwiitthh  ““ggoooodd  ppeeooppllee..””    BBuutt  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  

rreeppeenntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssiinnss,,  ssoo,,  ooff  ccoouurrssee,,  ddoo  nnoott  ffiinndd  ffaavvoouurr  

wwiitthh  GGoodd..    IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  eennjjooyy  rreeaall  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  oonnee  mmuusstt  

ffiirrsstt  ppuutt  aawwaayy  ssiinn..    WWhheenn  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  iiss  cclleeaann,,  tthheenn  wwee  

kknnooww  tthhee  jjooyyss  ooff  ssaallvvaattiioonn  aanndd  ccaann  lliivvee  aa  lliiffee  ooff  vviiccttoorryy  

oovveerr  ssiinn..    JJeessuuss  aalloonnee  ccaann  mmaakkee  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  cclleeaann,,  aanndd  

hhee  ddooeess  iitt  wwhheenn  wwee  rreeppeenntt..  

IInnssttrruuccttiioonnss  FFoouunndd  

HHooww  ccoouulldd  tthhee  IIssrraaeelliitteess  kknnooww  wwhhaatt  GGoodd  wwaanntteedd  

tthheemm  ttoo  ddoo??  hhooww  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  lliivvee??  MMaayybbee  eevveenn  tthhee  

ppaarreennttss  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  hhaadd  nnoott  hheeaarrdd  tthhee  llaawwss  ooff  GGoodd,,  

bbeeccaauussee  iitt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ppeerrhhaappss  5500  yyeeaarrss  ssiinnccee  tthheeyy  hhaadd  

hhaadd  aa  kkiinngg  wwhhoo  sseerrvveedd  tthhee  LLoorrdd..  

JJuusstt  wwhheenn  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  nneeeeddeedd  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  tthhee  mmoosstt,,  

tthhee  pprriieesstt  ffoouunndd  aa  ccooppyy  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww  ooff  GGoodd  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  aa  

bbooookk..    IIff  aa  ppeerrssoonn  iiss  hhoonneesstt,,  aanndd  wwaannttss  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhee  

wwiillll  ooff  GGoodd,,  GGoodd  wwiillll  lleeaadd  hhiimm  ttoo  tthhee  ttrruutthh  aanndd  ggiivvee  hhiimm  

aann  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ddoo  tthhee  rriigghhtt  tthhiinngg..  

NNoott  eevveerryyoonnee  ccoouulldd  rreeaadd  aanndd  wwrriittee  iinn  tthhoossee  ddaayyss,,  

ssoo  SShhaapphhaann  tthhee  ssccrriibbee,,  wwhhoossee  bbuussiinneessss  iitt  wwaass  ttoo  rreeaadd  

iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppaappeerrss,,  ttooookk  tthhee  bbooookk  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  rreeaadd  

tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ttoo  hhiimm..    JJoossiiaahh  hhaadd  pprraayyeedd  ttoo  

GGoodd  ttoo  kknnooww  HHiiss  wwiillll,,  aanndd  hheerree  wwaass  tthhee  aannsswweerr..  

IInn  tthhee  bbooookk  wweeee  wwrriitttteenn  tthhee  jjuuddggmmeennttss  tthhaatt  wweerree  

ttoo  ccoommee  uuppoonn  IIssrraaeell  iiff  tthhee  LLaaww  ooff  GGoodd  wwaass  nnoott  oobbeeyyeedd..    

WWhheenn  JJoossiiaahh  hheeaarrdd  tthheemm,,  hhee  bbeeccaammee  ffrriigghhtteenneedd  aanndd  

tthhoouugghhtt  ssuurreellyy  aallll  IIssrraaeell  wwaass  ddoooommeedd..    IIssrraaeell  hhaadd  nnoott  

kkeepptt  tthhee  LLaaww  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  ddeesseerrvveedd  ttoo  bbee  ppuunniisshheedd..  

WWhheenn  ppeeooppllee  wwaanntt  ttoo  ddoo  tthhee  rriigghhtt  tthhiinngg,,  tthheeyy  aarree  

ddeeeeppllyy  ccoonncceerrnneedd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ffiinndd  tthhaatt  llaawwss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

bbrrookkeenn..    OOtthheerr  ppeeooppllee,,  wwhhoossee  hheeaarrttss  aarree  hhaarrdd  aanndd  wwhhoo  

ddoo  nnoott  wwaanntt  ttoo  bbee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  ccaann  rreeaadd  tthhee  jjuuddggmmeennttss  

ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  nneevveerr  bbee  mmoovveedd..  MMaayy  GGoodd  kkeeeepp  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  

tteennddeerr  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwee  wwiillll  lliisstteenn  ttoo  HHiiss  wwaarrnniinnggss,,  aanndd  

pprreeppaarree  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  ttoo  bbee  rreeaaddyy  wwhheenn  JJeessuuss  ccoommeess!!      

JJeessuuss  ssaaiidd  wwhheenn  HHee  wwaass  oonn  eeaarrtthh::    ““HHee  tthhaatt  rreejjeecctteetthh  

mmee,,  aanndd  rreecceeiivveetthh  nnoott  mmyy  wwoorrddss,,  hhaatthh  oonnee  tthhaatt  

jjuuddggeetthh  hhiimm::  tthhee  wwoorrdd  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee  ssppookkeenn,,  tthhee  ssaammee  

sshhaallll  jjuuddggee  hhiimm  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  ddaayy””  ((JJoohhnn  1122::4488))..  

HHooppee  

IInn  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  JJoossiiaahh  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  rriigghhtteeoouuss  

pprroopphheetteessss  ttoo  wwhhoomm  GGoodd  ssppookkee..    TThhee  bbooookk  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  

ttoo  hheerr  ttoo  sseeee  iiff  tthheerree  mmiigghhtt  bbee  ssoommee  hhooppee  ffoorr  IIssrraaeell..    

IIff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  rreeppeenntteedd  wwiitthh  aallll  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrtt,,  ccoouulldd  tthheeyy  

bbee  ssppaarreedd??    OOrr  mmuusstt  tthheeyy  ssuuffffeerr  aatt  oonnccee  ffoorr  tthhee  ssiinnss  ooff  
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were by the house of the LORD, where the women wove 
hangings for the grove.  
8  And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, 
and defiled the high places where the priests had burned 

incense, from Geba to Beersheba, and brake down the 
high places of the gates that were in the entering in of the 

gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on a 

man's left hand at the gate of the city.  
9  Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up 

to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but they did eat of 
the unleavened bread among their brethren.  
10  And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the 
children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his 

daughter to pass through the fire to Molech.  
11  And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah 

had given to the sun, at the entering in of the house of the 

LORD, by the chamber of Nathanmelech the chamberlain, 
which was in the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the 

sun with fire.  
12  And the altars that were on the top of the upper 

chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and 
the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of 

the house of the LORD, did the king beat down, and brake 
them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into 

the brook Kidron.  
13  And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which 
were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which 

Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the 
abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the 

abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the 
abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile.  
14  And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the 
groves, and filled their places with the bones of men.  
15  Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high 

place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel 
to sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he 

brake down, and burned the high place, and stamped it 
small to powder, and burned the grove.  
16  And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres 
that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the 

bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the 
altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the LORD 

which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these 

words.  
17  Then he said, What title is that that I see? And the men 

of the city told him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God, 
which came from Judah, and proclaimed these things that 

thou hast done against the altar of Bethel.  
18  And he said, Let him alone; let no man move his bones. 

So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet 
that came out of Samaria.  
19  And all the houses also of the high places that were in 

the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made 
to provoke the LORD to anger, Josiah took away, and did 

to them according to all the acts that he had done in 
Bethel.  
20  And he slew all the priests of the high places that were 
there upon the altars, and burned men's bones upon them, 

and returned to Jerusalem.  
21  And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep 
the passover unto the LORD your God, as it is written in 

the book of this covenant.  
22  Surely there was not holden such a passover from the 

days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of 
the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah;  
23  But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, wherein this 

tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ssiinnss,,  ttoooo??    SShhee  aannsswweerreedd::    

““TThhuuss  ssaaiitthh  tthhee  LLOORRDD  GGoodd  ooff  IIssrraaeell,,  ..  ..  ..  BBeeccaauussee  tthhiinnee  

hheeaarrtt  wwaass  tteennddeerr,,  aanndd  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  hhuummbblleedd  tthhyysseellff  ..  ..  ..  II  

aallssoo  hhaavvee  hheeaarrdd  tthheeee..””  

GGoodd  aallwwaayyss  sseeeess  tthhee  rreeppeennttaanntt  hheeaarrtt..    WWhhoossooeevveerr  

wwiillll  mmaayy  ccoommee  ttoo  JJeessuuss..    HHee  nneevveerr  ttuurrnnss  aannyyoonnee  aawwaayy  

wwhhoo  iiss  ssoorrrryy  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaass  ssiinnnneedd,,  aanndd  wwaannttss  ttoo  bbee  

ffoorrggiivveenn..    BBuutt  oonnee  mmuusstt  rreeppeenntt  wwiitthh  aallll  hhiiss  hheeaarrtt  iinn  

oorrddeerr  ttoo  ffiinndd  ffaavvoouurr  wwiitthh  GGoodd..  

JJoossiiaahh  wwaanntteedd  tthhee  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  GGoodd  mmoorree  tthhaann  

aannyytthhiinngg  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  aanndd  GGoodd  ssaaww  iitt..    JJuuddggmmeenntt  

wwoouulldd  ssttiillll  ccoommee  uuppoonn  tthhee  ssiinnnneerrss,,  bbuutt  nnoott  wwhhiillee  JJoossiiaahh  

lliivveedd..  

MMaannyy  ttiimmeess  tthhee  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  ooff  oonnee  mmaann  hhaass  hheelldd  

bbaacckk  tthhee  jjuuddggmmeennttss  ooff  GGoodd  ffoorr  aa  ttiimmee,,  ggiivviinngg  ootthheerrss  aa  

cchhaannccee  ttoo  rreeppeenntt..    WWhhaatt  ggrreeaatt  mmeerrccyy  GGoodd  sshhoowwss  ttoo  tthhee  

cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  mmeenn!!  BBuutt  jjuuddggmmeenntt  mmuusstt  ffaallll  wwhheenn  tthhee  

hheeaarrtt  iiss  uunnrreeppeennttaanntt..    GGoodd  hhaass  ssppookkeenn,,  aanndd  iitt  sshhaallll  

ccoommee  ttoo  ppaassss..  

AA  RRiigghhtteeoouuss  NNaattiioonn  

JJoossiiaahh  ccaalllleedd  aallll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttooggeetthheerr  ttoo  lliisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  

rreeaaddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww..    EEvveerryyoonnee  ccaammee::    tthhee  mmeenn  aanndd  

wwoommeenn,,  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  aanndd  ssmmaallll..    JJoossiiaahh  

mmaaddee  aa  ccoovveennaanntt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ttoo  oobbeeyy  aallll  tthhaatt  GGoodd  

hhaadd  ccoommmmaannddeedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  aallll  ssttoooodd  wwiitthh  hhiimm,,  

ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ttoooo  wwoouulldd  oobbeeyy  GGoodd’’ss  llaaww..    HHooww  

wwoonnddeerrffuull  JJoossiiaahh  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  ffeelltt,,  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhaatt  aallll  tthhee  

CChhiillddrreenn  ooff  IIssrraaeell  wwoouulldd  ssuuppppoorrtt  hhiimm  iinn  aa  rriigghhtteeoouuss  

rreeiiggnn!!    TThheerree  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  vveerryy  ffeeww  ttiimmeess  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd’’ss  

hhiissttoorryy  wwhheenn  tthhee  rruulleerrss  ooff  ccoouunnttrriieess  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  

tthheemmsseellvveess  wwhhoolleehheeaarrtteeddllyy  ttoo  sseerrvvee  GGoodd,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  aallll  

tthhee  ppeeooppllee  hhaavvee  ffoolllloowweedd  tthheeiirr  eexxaammppllee..    WWhhaatt  aa  

hhaappppyy  wwoorrlldd  tthhiiss  wwoouulldd  bbee  iiff  ssuucchh  aa  ccoonnddiittiioonn  eexxiisstteedd  

iinn  aallll  nnaattiioonnss!!  

NNooww  tthhaatt  JJoossiiaahh  kknneeww  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  GGoodd,,  hhee  rreeaallllyy  

wweenntt  ttoo  wwoorrkk  ttoo  ffiinniisshh  cclleeaanniinngg  uupp  tthhee  iiddooll  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  

wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ggooiinngg  oonn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  aallll  tthhee  cciittiieess  aanndd  

iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  

TThhee  GGoollddeenn  CCaallvveess  

MMaannyy  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree,,  jjuusstt  aafftteerr  IIssrraaeell  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  ttwwoo  kkiinnggddoommss,,  JJeerroobbooaamm  hhaadd  bbrroouugghhtt  

ggrreeaatt  ttrroouubbllee  uuppoonn  IIssrraaeell  bbyy  mmaakkiinngg  ttwwoo  ggoollddeenn  ccaallvveess  

aanndd  sseettttiinngg  tthheemm  uupp  ffoorr  tthhee  IIssrraaeelliitteess  ttoo  wwoorrsshhiipp..    OOnnee  

hhaadd  bbeeeenn  sseett  uupp  aatt  BBeetthheell,,  tthhee  ppllaaccee  tthhaatt  iiss  ssaaccrreedd  ttoo  

uuss  aass  tthhee  ppllaaccee  wwhheerree  JJaaccoobb  ddrreeaammeedd  hhee  ssaaww  tthhee  

aannggeellss  aasscceennddiinngg  aanndd  ddeesscceennddiinngg  oonn  aa  llaaddddeerr  wwhhiicchh  

rreeaacchheedd  ttoo  HHeeaavveenn..    JJaaccoobb  ffeelltt  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  GGoodd  aatt  

tthhaatt  ttiimmee,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  ““SSuurreellyy  tthhee  LLOORRDD  iiss  iinn  tthhiiss  ppllaaccee;;  

aanndd  II  kknneeww  iitt  nnoott..””    BBuutt  JJeerroobbooaamm  hhaadd  pprrooffaanneedd  tthhee  

ppllaaccee  bbyy  sseettttiinngg  uupp  aa  ggoollddeenn  ccaallff,,  aanndd  GGoodd  hhaadd  sseenntt  aa  

pprroopphheett  ttoo  tteellll  hhiimm  tthhaatt  jjuuddggeemmeenntt  wwoouulldd  bbeeffaallll  hhiimm..  

WWhheenn  JJeerroobbooaamm  hhaadd  ssttoooodd  uupp  ttoo  bbuurrnn  iinncceennssee  ttoo  

tthhee  ggoollddeenn  ccaallff,,  ““aa  mmaann  ooff  GGoodd””  iinntteerrrruupptteedd  bbyy  ssaayyiinngg,,  

““OO  aallttaarr,,  aallttaarr,,  tthhuuss  ssaaiitthh  tthhee  LLOORRDD;;  BBeehhoolldd,,  aa  cchhiilldd  

sshhaallll  bbee  bboorrnn  uunnttoo  tthhee  hhoouussee  ooff  DDaavviidd,,  JJoossiiaahh  bbyy  

nnaammee;;  aanndd  uuppoonn  tthheeee  sshhaallll  hhee  ooffffeerr  tthhee  pprriieessttss  ooff  tthhee  

hhiigghh  ppllaacceess  tthhaatt  bbuurrnn  iinncceennssee  uuppoonn  tthheeee,,  aanndd  mmeenn’’ss  

bboonneess  sshhaallll  bbee  bbuurrnntt  uuppoonn  tthheeee””  ((II  KKiinnggss  1133::22))..    AAfftteerr  

aabboouutt  335500  yyeeaarrss,,  tthhaatt  pprroopphheeccyy  wwaass  ffuullffiilllleedd  wwhheenn  

JJoossiiaahh  ttooookk  bboonneess  ffrroomm  tthhee  sseeppuullcchhrreess  aanndd  bbuurrnneedd  

tthheemm  uuppoonn  tthhee  aallttaarr,,  bbeessiiddeess  tteeaarriinngg  ddoowwnn  tthhee  hhiigghh  

ppllaacceess  aanndd  ggrriinnddiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  ppoowwddeerr,,  aanndd  bbuurrnniinngg  tthhee  
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passover was holden to the LORD in Jerusalem.  
24  Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the 

wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the 
abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in 

Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the 
words of the law which were written in the book that 

Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the LORD.  
25  And like unto him was there no king before him, that 
turned to the LORD with all his heart, and with all his soul, 

and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; 
neither after him arose there any like him.  

2 Chronicles 35:1-27  
1  Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the LORD in 

Jerusalem: and they killed the passover on the fourteenth 
day of the first month.  
2  And he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged 

them to the service of the house of the LORD,  
3  And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which 

were holy unto the LORD, Put the holy ark in the house 
which Solomon the son of David king of Israel did build; it 
shall not be a burden upon your shoulders: serve now the 
LORD your God, and his people Israel,  
4  And prepare yourselves by the houses of your fathers, 
after your courses, according to the writing of David king 

of Israel, and according to the writing of Solomon his son.  
5  And stand in the holy place according to the divisions of 
the families of the fathers of your brethren the people, and 

after the division of the families of the Levites.  
6  So kill the passover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare 

your brethren, that they may do according to the word of 
the LORD by the hand of Moses.  
7  And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs and 
kids, all for the passover offerings, for all that were 

present, to the number of thirty thousand, and three 

thousand bullocks: these were of the king's substance.  
8  And his princes gave willingly unto the people, to the 

priests, and to the Levites: Hilkiah and Zechariah and 
Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave unto the priests for 

the passover offerings two thousand and six hundred small 
cattle, and three hundred oxen.  
9  Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, his 
brethren, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of 

the Levites, gave unto the Levites for passover offerings 

five thousand small cattle, and five hundred oxen.  
10  So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in 

their place, and the Levites in their courses, according to 
the king's commandment.  
11  And they killed the passover, and the priests sprinkled 
the blood from their hands, and the Levites flayed them.  
12  And they removed the burnt offerings, that they might 
give according to the divisions of the families of the 

people, to offer unto the LORD, as it is written in the book 

of Moses. And so did they with the oxen.  
13  And they roasted the passover with fire according to the 

ordinance: but the other holy offerings sod they in pots, 
and in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them speedily 

among all the people.  
14  And afterward they made ready for themselves, and for 

the priests: because the priests the sons of Aaron were 
busied in offering of burnt offerings and the fat until night; 
therefore the Levites prepared for themselves, and for the 

priests the sons of Aaron.  
15  And the singers the sons of Asaph were in their place, 

according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and 
Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; and the porters 

waited at every gate; they might not depart from their 

ggrroovveess  wwhheerree  tthhee  iiddoollss  ssttoooodd..  

MMaannyy  ttiimmeess  wwee  sseeee  pprroopphheeccyy  tthhuuss  ffuullffiilllleedd  iinn  tthhee  

BBiibbllee..    IItt  ppuuttss  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  iinnttoo  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  tthhaatt  aallll  GGoodd  

hhaass  ssaaiidd  sshhaallll  ccoommee  ttoo  ppaassss..    WWhheenn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ssttaatteess,,  

““TThhee  ssoouull  tthhaatt  ssiinnnneetthh,,  iitt  sshhaallll  ddiiee””  ((EEzzeekkiieell  1188::44)),,  wwee  

kknnooww  iitt  mmeeaannss  jjuusstt  tthhaatt..    NNoo  ssiinnnneerr  wwiillll  ggoo  ttoo  HHeeaavveenn  

uunnlleessss  hhee  hhaass  rreeppeenntteedd  ooff  hhiiss  ssiinnss  aanndd  GGoodd  hhaass  

ffoorrggiivveenn  hhiimm..    IIff  aa  ppeerrssoonn  ddiieess  wwiitthh  ssiinn  iinn  hhiiss  lliiffee,,  hhee  

wwiillll  bbee  ccoonnddeemmnneedd  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd..  

OObbeeddiieennccee  BBrriinnggss  RReejjooiicciinngg  

WWhhaatt  rreejjooiicciinngg  ffiilllleedd  tthhee  hhoouussee  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  wwhheenn  aallll  

tthhee  eevviill  wwaass  ppuutt  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee!!    GGoodd  

ccaammee  ddoowwnn  aanndd  mmeett  wwiitthh  tthheemm  aass  tthheeyy  aattee  tthhee  FFeeaasstt  

ooff  tthhee  PPaassssoovveerr..    TThheeyy  hhaadd  ccoovveennaanntteedd  wwiitthh  GGoodd  ttoo  

kkeeeepp  HHiiss  llaaww,,  hhaadd  pprreeppaarreedd  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrttss  ffoorr  HHiiss  

bblleessssiinngg,,  aanndd  nnooww  tthheeyy  wweerree  eennjjooyyiinngg  tthhee  oouuttppoouurriinngg  

ooff  HHiiss  lloovvee  uuppoonn  tthheemm..  NNeevveerr  ssiinnccee  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheett  SSaammuueell  hhaadd  tthheeyy  eennjjooyyeedd  ssuucchh  aa  wwoonnddeerrffuull  

PPaassssoovveerr  FFeeaasstt..  

GGoodd  hhoonnoouurreedd  tthhee  mmaann  wwhhoo  lleedd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  

wwaayyss  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd..    LLiisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrddss  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ssppeeaakkss  

ooff  hhiimm::    ““LLiikkee  uunnttoo  hhiimm  wwaass  tthheerree  nnoo  kkiinngg  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm,,  

tthhaatt  ttuurrnneedd  ttoo  tthhee  LLOORRDD  wwiitthh  aallll  hhiiss  hheeaarrtt,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  aallll  

hhiiss  ssoouull,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  aallll  hhiiss  mmiigghhtt,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aallll  tthhee  llaaww  

ooff  MMoosseess;;  nneeiitthheerr  aafftteerr  hhiimm  aarroossee  tthheerree  aannyy  lliikkee  hhiimm””  

((IIII  KKiinnggss  2233::2255))..  

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS  

11..  WWhhoo  ggaavvee  tthhee  IIssrraaeelliitteess  rruulleess  ttoo  lliivvee  bbyy??  

22..  WWhheenn  wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  PPaassssoovveerr  FFeeaasstt  hheelldd??  

33..  HHooww  oofftteenn  wwaass  tthhee  PPaassssoovveerr  ttoo  bbee  kkeepptt??    aanndd  ffoorr  

hhooww  lloonngg??  

44..  WWhhaatt  ddiidd  tthhee  IIssrraaeelliitteess  wwee  aarree  ssttuuddyyiinngg  aabboouutt  

kknnooww  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  PPaassssoovveerr??  

55..  WWhhaatt  kkiinndd  ooff  kkiinngg  wwaass  JJoossiiaahh,,  ggoooodd  oorr  bbaadd??  

66..  WWhhaatt  ddiidd  JJoossiiaahh  ddoo  wwhheenn  hhee  wwaass  1166  yyeeaarrss  oolldd??    

wwhheenn  hhee  wwaass  2200??  

77..  HHooww  ddiidd  JJoossiiaahh  aanndd  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee  lleeaarrnn  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  

GGoodd??  

88..  HHooww  ddiidd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  hheellpp  JJoossiiaahh??  

99..  WWhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee’’ss  hhaarrdd  wwoorrkk??  

1100..  WWhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ssaayy  ooff  JJoossiiaahh’’ss  rreeiiggnn??  
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service; for their brethren the Levites prepared for them.  
16  So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same 

day, to keep the passover, and to offer burnt offerings 
upon the altar of the LORD, according to the 

commandment of king Josiah.  
17  And the children of Israel that were present kept the 

passover at that time, and the feast of unleavened bread 

seven days.  
18  And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel 

from the days of Samuel the prophet; neither did all the 
kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and 

the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that 
were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  
19  In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this 
passover kept.  
20  After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, 

Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Carchemish 
by Euphrates: and Josiah went out against him.  
21  But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What have I to 
do with thee, thou king of Judah? I come not against thee 

this day, but against the house wherewith I have war: for 
God commanded me to make haste: forbear thee from 

meddling with God, who is with me, that he destroy thee 
not.  
22  Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, 

but disguised himself, that he might fight with him, and 
hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the mouth of 

God, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.  
23  And the archers shot at king Josiah; and the king said to 

his servants, Have me away; for I am sore wounded.  
24  His servants therefore took him out of that chariot, and 

put him in the second chariot that he had; and they 
brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried in 

one of the sepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and 

Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.  
25  And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing 

men and the singing women spake of Josiah in their 
lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in 

Israel: and, behold, they are written in the lamentations.  
26  Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, 

according to that which was written in the law of the 
LORD,  
27  And his deeds, first and last, behold, they are written in 

the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.  
Jeremiah 36:1-32  
1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the 
son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto 

Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,  
2  Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the 

words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and 
against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I 

spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this 

day.  
3  It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil 

which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return 
every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their 

iniquity and their sin.  
4  Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and 

Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of 

the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a 
book.  
5  And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; 
I cannot go into the house of the LORD:  
6  Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast 
written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears 

of the people in the LORD'S house upon the fasting day: 
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and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that 
come out of their cities.  
7  It may be they will present their supplication before the 
LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for 

great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath 
pronounced against this people.  
8  And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that 

Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the 
book the words of the LORD in the LORD'S house.  
9  And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they 

proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in 
Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities 

of Judah unto Jerusalem.  
10  Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in 

the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the 

son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry 
of the new gate of the LORD'S house, in the ears of all the 

people.  
11  When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of 

Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the 
LORD,  
12  Then he went down into the king's house, into the 
scribe's chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even 

Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and 

Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of 
Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the 

princes.  
13  Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he 

had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the 
people.  
14  Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of 
Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto 

Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou 

hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch 
the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto 

them.  
15  And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in 

our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears.  
16  Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the 

words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto 
Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words.  
17  And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst 

thou write all these words at his mouth?  
18  Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these 

words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink 
in the book.  
19  Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou 
and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.  
20  And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid 
up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told 

all the words in the ears of the king.  
21  So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it 
out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in 

the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes 
which stood beside the king.  
22  Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: 
and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him.  
23  And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or 

four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the 
fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed 

in the fire that was on the hearth.  
24  Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, 

neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all 
these words.  
25  Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had 



Josiah’s Restoration of True Worship        7  of  7 

made intercession to the king that he would not burn the 
roll: but he would not hear them.  
26  But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of 
Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah 

the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah 
the prophet: but the LORD hid them.  
27  Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that 

the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch 
wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying,  
28  Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the 
former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim 

the king of Judah hath burned.  
29  And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus 

saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why 
hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall 

certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to 

cease from thence man and beast?  
30  Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of 

Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: 
and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, 

and in the night to the frost.  
31  And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for 

their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all 

the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they 

hearkened not.  
32  Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch 

the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the 
mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which 

Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there 
were added besides unto them many like words.  

 

 
 

 

 


